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Concept Note 
 
 

“The 2018 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan (YHRP) was launched on 
20 January and seeks $2.96 billion to assist 13.1 million people across 
the country. I urge all donors to channel their contributions through the 

YHRP and rapidly convert pledges into cash for aid agencies.” 
António Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General 

 
 

“Yemen is likely to remain, in terms of the number of people who need help and 
whose life are in immediate danger, the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.” 

Mark Lowcock, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator 

 
 
 
Background 
Nearly three years of armed conflict has exacerbated the poverty and vulnerabilities that were 
entrenched in Yemen before 2015 and the country is now facing the worst manmade humanitarian 
crisis in the world. The humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate with casualties caused by 
fighting, food insecurity, displacement, collapsing basic services including health care and education, 
outbreaks of cholera and diphtheria, and economic decline. A record 22.2 million people, or 75 percent 
of the population, are now in need of humanitarian assistance – 3.4 million more than last year.  
 
Yemen is one of the most food insecure countries in the world. Vulnerable populations in one out of 
three districts are facing heightened risk of famine and require integrated response efforts to avert a 
looming catastrophe. It is estimated that about 17.8 million people in Yemen are food insecure, 
including 8.4 million people are severely food insecure and at risk of starvation.  
 
As the situation worsens day by day, we renew our call on all parties to cease hostilities and engage in 
finding a political solution that will end the conflict. We must act together to save lives and reduce 
human suffering. The international community and parties to the conflict need to support the 
immediate scale up of humanitarian assistance, including the provision of much-needed resources and 
facilitate unimpeded access to all parts of the country. It is time to act swiftly and in a concerted effort 
to support Yemen to curtail the possible famine that looms over it and help avert acute malnutrition, 
which is affecting the development of a whole generation.  
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The United Nations and its humanitarian partners, in 2018, launched an international appeal for 
US$2.96 billion to provide neutral and impartial life-saving assistance and protection to people in 
Yemen. Support to the Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan (YHRP) along with contributions to the 
Yemen Humanitarian Fund is the most effective and efficient way to ensure a coordinated and 
principled humanitarian response, as the plan is evidence-based, strategic and prioritized. Unearmarked 
core support to UN agencies and humanitarian partners and to the Central Emergency Response Fund 
is also crucial to ensure predictable and timely funding to the crisis. 

 
The Event 
To support the humanitarian response in Yemen and alleviate the suffering of the Yemeni people, the 
United Nations and the Governments of Sweden and Switzerland are convening a High-Level Pledging 
Event for the Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen, in Geneva on 3 April 2018.  
 

Information on Co-Hosts 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, His Excellency Mr. António Guterres 

Vice President of Switzerland and Minister of the Federal Department of Finance, His Excellency Mr. 
Ueli Maurer 

Deputy Prime Minister of Sweden and Minister for International Development Cooperation and Climate, 
Her Excellency Ms. Isabella Lövin  

 

Objectives 
• Raise awareness of the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian crisis in Yemen. Advocate for urgent 

action by the international community to address growing and acute humanitarian needs.  

• Mobilise urgent resources in support of the humanitarian response in Yemen, highlighting the inter-
agency 2018 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan (YHRP) as the most effective, efficient and 
strategic investment to provide life-saving humanitarian assistance and protection to 13.1 million 
people across the country.  

• Highlight the capacity and commitment of humanitarian partners to meet all targets in the 2018 
YHRP.  

• Promote respect for international humanitarian law and human rights and advocate for protection of 
civilians and humanitarian personnel, safe and unimpeded access and accountability.  

• Promote complementarity between immediate life-saving humanitarian action and efforts to bolster 
essential public institutions, improve access to livelihoods and strengthen community resilience.  

• Advocate for an urgent cessation of hostilities and a political solution for Yemen.  
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Participation and level of representation  
The event will be convened from 09h00–17h00 in room XVIII at the Palais des Nations, Geneva. 
Registration is mandatory. All Member States are invited, as well as leaders of relevant regional 
organizations, development finance institutions, UN agencies, funds and programmes, and 
representatives from relevant humanitarian non-governmental organizations. 

Member States are asked to participate at ministerial level. The maximum size of delegation is four 
(head of delegation +3). 
Member States are strongly encouraged to commit financial support to Yemen ahead of the event 
in view of the urgency of the situation. Any contributions and pledges made as of 1 January 2018 
will be counted towards the overall event announcement.  
 
 
Agenda and format 
Opening statements: will be presented by the co-hosts (the United Nations, Switzerland and Sweden).  

Statements and announcements: Statements/announcement of pledges by participating delegates 
should be limited to 3 minutes maximum. The chairs will give the floor for Minister-level delegates 
followed by other participants. UN Agencies and NGOs will make statements after Member States.  

Place holder for lunch discussion  

Closing session: Closing remarks will be made by the Under-Secretary-General and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, Mr. Mark Lowcock.  
 
 
Contact information 
Chunyao Yi, yi1@un.org; +1 917 367 20 98  
Imran Khushnud Shah, Shah14@un.org; +41 22 917 35 20  
Administrative: Jacklin Georges, georges8@un.org; +41 22 917 1758  
All correspondence should be copied to: yemen-event-2018@un.org  
 


