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Main Objectives of the Yemen Humanitarian Fund  
 
The Yemen Humanitarian Fund (YHF) mobilises and channels resources to humanitarian partners to respond 
to the critical needs of millions of people affected by the devastating humanitarian crisis in Yemen. The Fund 
operates within the parameters of the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), with the objective of expanding the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance by focusing on critical priorities and needs. 
 

1. Support life-saving and life-sustaining activities while filling critical funding gaps; 
2. Promote needs-based assistance in accordance with humanitarian principles; 
3. Strengthen coordination and leadership primarily through the function of the HC and by leveraging the 

cluster system; 
4. Improve the relevance and coherence of humanitarian response by strategically funding priorities as 

identified under the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP); 
5. Expand the delivery of assistance in hard-to-reach areas by partnering with NGOs.  

 
In line with the main objectives of the YHF outlined in the Operational Manual and endorsed by the Advisory 
Board, the Humanitarian Coordinator will further strive to support the following priorities with the YHF in 2018 
with the aim of contributing up to USD 175 million to the Yemen Humanitarian response: 
 

Priorities 2018 

Priority #1: Provide life-saving assistance to the most vulnerable people in Yemen through an 
effective, targeted response 

 
The Yemen HRP (YHRP) acknowledges the growing number of people in need of humanitarian assistance 
in Yemen, as illustrated by major increases in severe food insecurity, acute malnutrition, lack of clean water, 
displacement and declining health services. In line with the YHRP first strategic objective (SO1); to ensure 
the basic survival of people in need, the YHF’ primary objective in 2018 remains the provision of life-saving 
assistance.  
 

Priority #2: Promote integrated, coordinated and quality programming 

The CBPFs in Yemen increasingly played a crucial coordination role amid the coordination instruments 
traditionally activated by OCHA and stakeholders within a humanitarian emergency and conflict context. 
The Yemen Humanitarian Fund (YHF) strengthened its position in the humanitarian funding landscape in 
the country with 19 donor countries contributing for a total of US $ 176 million in 2017. The YHF enhanced 
an integrated and coordinated humanitarian response through 2 large standard allocations and 3 reserve 
allocation in 2017 and contributing to 7.5% of the YHRP 2017 total requirements. 
 
In line with the YHRP strategic objective 4 (SO4), the YHF will plan to allocate most of the fund through 
Standard allocations in 2018 to further promote the integrated and coordinated humanitarian response in 
line with priorities identified in the YHRP. The YHF and the CERF will be used as complementary funding 
mechanisms for strengthening the humanitarian response. Reserve allocation will be used to respond to 
emerging crisis or covering critical humanitarian gaps. 
 
While the overall quality of submitted projects improved in 2017, the YHF will further define the quality of 
the project proposals in 2018, through working with clusters and technical working groups upon the 
allocation period. 
 

Priority #3: Promote localization of response in line with the Grand Bargain commitments by 
ensuring funds are directly accessible to frontline responders 

In 2017, 111 projects have been funded for a total of US $ 126 million allocated as follow:  $ 23 million to 7 
UN Agencies (18.24%); $ 2 million to 1 Red Crescent Societies (1.57%); $ 51.4 million to 28 national NGOs 
(40.81%); $ 49.6 to 17 International NGOS (39.38%).  
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To the extent possible, the Fund will strive to prioritise 70 per cent of funds to NGOs overall in 2018, develop 
a partnership strategy, strengthen capacity of eligible national partners not yet funded, as well as increasing 
the pool of eligible national NGOs from 34 to 55 partners 

 

Priority #4: Ensuring compliance with CBPF global guidelines.  

The implementation of the revised YHF Operational Manual will ensure compliance with the new CBPF 
Global Handbook. The CBPF Global Handbook endorsed, by the USG and the Pool Fund Working Group, 
identifies rules and regulations that each Fund need to align with. Through the YHF Operational Manual, 
the Common Performance Framework (CPF), will be introduced as a common CBPF methodology to 
measure Fund management performance as well as the Fund’s value to the quality of the humanitarian 
response. 
 

 
  


