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It is a great pleasure to be here at the Annual Conference on Information Sharing and Effective 
Partnership for Better Humanitarian Action.  I bring greetings from the United Nations 
Secretary-General, Ban Ki-Moon. 
 
I thank Kuwait for its tireless efforts to support countries in the region, to provide humanitarian 
leadership and to ensure effective coordination between international donors and Arab Gulf 
States. And as I said when I was here for the Top Donors Group meeting in September, Kuwait 
under the leadership of His Highness the Amir, to whom I pay deep respect, Kuwait and its 
people has humanitarianism in its DNA.  I also thank Direct Aid and the International Islamic 
Charities Organization for co-hosting this conference.   
 
And I thank everyone here for your energy, your commitment, your proactivity, your generosity 
and your ever growing role at the forefront of humanitarian action. As I know she is with us this 
morning, I may pay tribute to my predecessor, Valerie Amos, who has done so much to build and 
cement those partnerships. I thank you for your work.  
 
I am also delighted that my colleagues from the international humanitarian UN and wider family, 
Antonio Guterres from UNHCR and Bill Swing from IOM, are with us. 
 
The Gulf region is a hub of humanitarian activity. This year, Abu Dhabi successfully hosted the 
recent global and regional meetings of the global Search and Rescue capacity, INSARAG. And 
the OIC partnered with the African Union and OCHA in a successful joint donor mission that 
drew attention to the very difficult humanitarian situation in Chad.   
 
We collaborated with our generous host – the Kuwait government and to underline Kuwait’s 
importance, Kuwait is the only place I have been to twice, except New York and Geneva, in my 
first five months with over 30 countries visited in that time – and organized the Fifth Syria Top 
Donors Group meeting on 31 August to 1 September. We continue to work with leading Kuwaiti 
charities in organizing this annual partnership conference which has over time evolved to 
become the premier partnership event for humanitarian affairs in the Middle-East and Gulf 
region.   
 
We are closely working with the King Salman Center in Saudi Arabia on response to the 
humanitarian needs in the region, in particular Yemen. We have worked with Qatar Charity in 
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organizing a humanitarian roundtable meeting, which resulted in pledges and commitments from 
Qatari charities towards response to conflict-affected people in Syria during the winter season. 
We continue to work with Bahrain and Oman for the response in Yemen, including response to 
the cyclone in south Yemen.  
 
The Governments, charities and people of Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates are donating large sums to respond to humanitarian needs, particularly for crises in this 
region. In 2014 and 2015 alone the recorded contributions from GCC countries to the 
emergencies in Yemen, Syria and Iraq amounted to some $2.5 billion, at a conservative estimate.   
 
Excellencies, 
Ministers, 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
The Middle East region continues to suffer from devastating humanitarian crises, but your 
support is delivering for millions of people in need.   
 
In Yemen, over 2.3 million people have been internally displaced and at least 2,700 civilians 
have been killed since March, including more than 800 women and children, most of whom died 
as a result of air strikes. Some 70 health facilities and nearly 800 schools have been destroyed or 
damaged.  
 
The UN and partners on the ground are delivering assistance despite challenges and insecurity. 
During October, food assistance reached 2.8 million people, and 12,000 severe acutely 
malnourished children received treatment. Agencies have provided medical supplies to improve 
health access for 2.9 million people.  Fuel distributions and water trucking are helping some 3.7 
million people access clean water.  
 
The UN has prioritized scaling up our response in Yemen. Beyond Sana’a, a UN presence has 
now been re-established in Hudaydah and regular missions to Aden and Ibb are taking place. 
 
The situation in Syria continues to deteriorate with 13.5 million people requiring some form of 
aid.  Over 1.2 million people have been displaced this year. Civilians are indiscriminately 
targeted by parties to the conflict in total violation of international humanitarian law. We look to 
Security Council members and influential Member States to apply pressure to end such practices, 
to lift sieges and to improve access to people in need, in particular in hard-to-reach and besieged 
areas.  
 
I thank Kuwait in particular for your substantial support to the humanitarian response in Syria 
and neighbouring countries this year, which amounts to over $270 million. We welcome your 
decision to co-host the 2016 pledging conference for Syria in London next February, which 
OCHA will continue to support.  
 
I urge all partners here to support the goals of the conference, which are to raise significant new 
funding for those affected within Syria, while supporting Syria’s neighbours and seeking ways to 
create jobs and provide education. 
 
I also ask for your engagement and support at a series of meetings and conferences to be 
organized by the High Commission for Refugees in 2016 to galvanize pledges to resettle and 
support the millions of people who have been displaced from Syria and the region. 
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In Iraq, the number of people requiring protection and humanitarian assistance has doubled in the 
past year and now stands at 10 million people in need. Every child out of school, every girl 
forced into early marriage, every father who is unable to support his family, is looking at a future 
of uncertainty and instability. We must help people towards hope.  
 
Excellencies, 
Ministers, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
While the humanitarian situation across the world, and particularly this region, continues to be 
desperate and at staggering levels, we must work together to support people and most important 
of all, to give them hope for the future. After more than four years of conflict in Syria, with this 
prolonged crisis, people are losing any sense that they will ever be able to return, to live their 
lives, to enjoy opportunities for education and economic opportunity. Refugees are moving 
further away, and taking very grave risks, to search for jobs, education, healthcare and a brighter 
future – now those who had no resilience in the first place. 
 
It is particularly welcome that the focus of your conference this year is finding regional solutions 
to regional problems, responding to protracted displacement, addressing humanitarian financing 
challenges and enhancing protection and access.  
 
These issues are at the heart of the concerns that led the United Nations Secretary-General to 
convene the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul next year. I hope you will share your views 
on how to support the Summit process and how the Summit can best deliver for all stakeholders 
in the global humanitarian system, but particularly for people affected by crisis.  
 
I urge you all to engage and participate in this afternoon’s plenary session and look forward to 
answering your questions.  
 
The huge humanitarian needs in this region can only be reduced by political solutions, which 
cannot come soon enough. We count on everyone with influence to put pressure on all parties to 
these conflicts to resolve their differences through diplomacy; to put their people first; and to 
meet their obligations under international humanitarian law.  
 
This region is the source of the greatest humanitarian needs in the world today. Your 
commitment and engagement are crucial to meeting those needs.  
 
I wish you a successful conference.  
 
Thank you. 


