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Avoiding the tragedy 
of the commons: 
how to improve 
aid effectiveness 
by mainstreaming 
environmental sustainability

“Destruction of livelihoods and deforestation as a result of brick production for humanitarian 
operations in Darfur. Dried up wells due to over-drilling for water by humanitarian organisations 
in Afghanistan. Ruined livelihoods from an over-provision of fishing boats and consequent fishing 
stock depletion in post-Tsunami Sri Lanka. Failure to meet waste treatment standards leading to 
environmental contamination in Haiti and the largest outbreak of cholera in recent history. These 
examples illustrate how humanitarian or peacekeeping actors, by failing to take environmental 
issues into consideration, undermine their purpose: to save lives and preserve and restore human 
livelihoods” Environment and Humanitarian Action – Increasing effectiveness, sustainability, and accountability (2014)

The environment is everybody’s responsibility, 
while at the same time noone is held accountable, 
has resulted in the tragedy of the commons of 
the humanitarian sector. A panel, representing 
major humanitarian stakeholders; namely affected 
communities, NGOs and donors, will discuss 
the recommendations of the study and examine 
practical ways to improve aid effectiveness through 
mainstreaming environmental sustainability.

Expected outcomes include increased awareness 
of all participants on the recommendations of the 
study and an overview of key priority actions for 
donors, IASC members and humanitarian partners.

The panel will focus on: 

How mainstreaming environment can contribute 
to aid effectiveness? 

What opportunities exist for donors to 
mainstream environment at the “front-end” of 
humanitarian programming? 

What difference will this study bring to the field? 

Panel members:

•	 Mr. Rashid M. Khalikov, Director, UN OCHA 
Geneva

•	 Ms. Anita van Breda, Director for 
Humanitarian Partnerships, WWF-USA

•	 Ms. Sarah Costa, Executive Director, 
Women’s Refugee Commission

The event is hosted and organized by the Government of Finland (co-chair of the Good Humanitarian 
Donorship group), together with the Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit.

Launch of the study: 

Environment and Humanitarian Action – 
Increasing effectiveness, sustainability, and 
accountability 
A panel discussion moderated by Ms. Wendy 
Cue, Chief, Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment 
Unit and introduced by Ms. Anna Gebremedhin, 
Director, Unit for Humanitarian Assistance, 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland


