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Good afternoon. 

 

I am launching today the Global Humanitarian Overview for 2016, the annual appeal to 

support millions of people in desperate need across the world. 

 

I will give you some of the key facts about the state of humanitarian affairs and funding 

in the world as we approach 2016 – my colleagues High Commissioner [António] 

Guterres, Dr. [Margaret] Chan and Dr. [Ahmad Faizal] Perdaus will elaborate on specific 

issues on which they are the experts.  

 

The appeal outlines the priority humanitarian needs across 37 countries. The overall 

picture is bleak.  

 

Human suffering has reached levels not seen since the Second World War: more than 125 

million people will need humanitarian assistance to survive in 2016.   

 

Of those, we target the most vulnerable 87.6 million people. 

 

We appeal with our partners for $20.1 billion dollars to do so.  

 

This amount is five times the level of funding we needed a decade ago and it is the largest 

appeal we have ever launched.  

 

To develop this Global Humanitarian Overview we have worked with all partners to 

ensure our efforts are effective and strategic and give our donors maximum value for 

money.  

 

Today, humanitarians deliver more aid in more places and at a higher standard than ever 

before. 

 

Each year, more is expected of us. In 2016, protracted conflict will continue to be the 

greatest driver of human suffering and will take up the bulk of our funding requirements.  
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We remain convinced that the only means to end the suffering in Yemen, Central African 

Republic, Nigeria, South Sudan, Syria and beyond, are political solutions.  

 

But in these protracted conflicts, international political solutions remain elusive and 

humanitarians are expected to intervene year after year and often asked to step in and run 

essential services – health care, clean water, schools – where these have broken down. 

This is a key factor driving up the global requirements.  

 

Natural disasters are also expected to worsen next year linked to the El Niño climatic 

event which is estimated to be the strongest on record.  

 

Already El Niño has led to Central America’s worst-ever recorded drought and Ethiopia’s 

worst drought in 30 years. 

 

In 2015, donors have been generous, providing $9.7 billion in support of our response 

plans. The results are many, and they are tangible. For example: 

  

In Somalia this year, we treated 220,000 children for acute malnutrition; in Mali, food 

was delivered to 1.6 million people; in South Sudan, more than 2 million people were 

provided with timely access to safe water; and in Syria, over 9 million people received 

medical care – all of these efforts amid insecurity and highly compromised humanitarian 

access. 

 

But the level of suffering in the world continues to outpace the funding we need to 

address it comprehensively. We approach the end of this year with a record funding gap 

of $10.2 billion dollars.  

 

To address this dire situation we count, once more, on our partners and donors to show 

the generosity we have seen in the past. Together, we will translate the resources 

entrusted to us into saving lives and reducing the unbearable suffering of millions of 

women, men, girls and boys. 

 

Thank you. 


