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Welcome to today’s debate. It is for me a genuine and deep pleasure as well as a great 

honour to be here to help facilitate this discussion on the important subject of Protection 

and Prevention. I am very pleased to be doing this alongside my good friend [High 

Commissioner Guterres], an example to us all in commitment, clarity, advocacy and 

action for the people who need us. 

 

Over the past months, I have seen again and again, in Iraq and in Yemen and most 

recently in Syria just a few days ago, where I was able to visit for a second time in my 

few short months since I have taken up the post, how people are forced to leave 

everything behind to save their lives, to escape armed conflict or communal violence. As 

I have said before, they face the choice to either flee, or die.  

 

In Syria, where the parties to the conflict continue to target civilians and civilian 

infrastructure and to use siege as a tactic of war, it is not difficult to understand why 

people flee. They must have the freedom to make that choice. 

 

But each time a woman, a child or a man is forcibly displaced, a life’s course is altered 

for the worse; opportunities are lost, perhaps forever; people face a new set of difficult 

and intractable problems. Displaced people are among the most vulnerable in the world.  

 

And humanitarian organizations work hand in hand with displaced people, host 

communities and civil society organizations, in collaboration with national and local 

authorities, to provide support and protection.  

 

But our common goal must also be to minimize the number of people forced to abandon 

everything for total uncertainty and instability.  

 

So the question is: how can we best achieve this?  

 

I would just like to contribute a few ideas to the discussion.  

 

First, we must do better at protecting civilians caught up in conflict. If parties to conflict 

complied with their obligations under International Humanitarian and Human Rights 
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Law, there would be far less displacement. The use of explosive weapons like mortar and 

rockets as well as air strikes in populated areas has a devastating effect, killing, injuring 

and forcing many to flee. The destruction of homes and vital infrastructure, and the 

possibility of unexploded bombs and ammunition remaining in areas scarred by conflict, 

then prevent people from returning home.   

 

Second, preventing displacement and addressing root causes will require far greater 

collaboration between diplomatic, humanitarian, development and peacebuilding actors.  

 

The Sustainable Development Goals give us an overarching framework for collaboration 

and to ensure that development initiatives benefit the most vulnerable, including the 

forcibly displaced. The Goals will play an essential preventive role in fostering peaceful, 

just and inclusive societies, ending hunger and poverty, and protecting the planet from 

degradation.  

 

Third, the United Nations Security Council must support this work by systematically 

reminding parties to conflict to respect the prohibition against forced displacement. 

 

And fourth, we must all encourage the adoption and implementation of regional and 

national legal and policy frameworks to address internal displacement.  

 

And finally, the World Humanitarian Summit that will take place on 23 and 24 of May in 

Istanbul next year will be an important opportunity to promote universal adherence to and 

implementation of International Humanitarian Law.  

 

It will articulate an ambitious objective aimed at reducing displacement by 2030. This 

will require political energy, for humanitarian and development actors to work 

differently, and for national governments to make the necessary policy shifts. It is 

essential for people’s dignity that we get them out of protracted aid dependency and onto 

a path of self-reliance.  

 

I hope your organizations are already planning their engagement at the Summit and I 

certainly look forward to seeing you there.  

 


