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The US Government’s leadership in preventing and responding to Gender-Based Violence in 
Emergencies -- and for developing this collective Roadmap, which should galvanize further 
collective action over the next five years -- is awesome.   
 
I warmly thank the United Kingdom and Sweden for launching the Call to Action in 2013, as a 
driver of change in the way GBV is addressed in humanitarian action. 
 
OCHA plays a pivotal role in creating the conditions for implementing the Call to Action 
commitments. Most of our work takes place behind the scenes but it is vital to lay the 
foundations for success. We have to do that each day and every day.  
 
For example, we are ensuring that from now on, all Humanitarian Coordinators will be expected 
to deliver results on gender-responsive programmes, including prevention and response to GBV. 
Not only for women and girls, but also for boys and men who are at risk.   
 
We provide targeted advocacy support to field offices in countries including Syria, Iraq, South 
Sudan, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo and the impact of Boko Haram 
in Northern Nigeria, so that they can win collective backing for activities aimed at preventing 
and responding to sexual and gender-based violence during emergencies. It is also clear that 
GBV advocacy is important in natural disaster contexts, for example during the earthquake 
experienced in Nepal.   
 
This is in addition to the concrete work we are doing, for example through the Central 
Emergency Response Fund, to promote these programmes. Over six million dollars were 
disbursed in 2014 for activities in Yemen, Central Africa Republic, Myanmar, South Sudan, 
Colombia and elsewhere.  
 
Looking forward, the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul next year will be an opportunity 
to put the rights of women and girls and the prevention of gender-based violence at the forefront 
of emergency response.  As we look to breaking the silos between humanitarian and 
development, protecting women and girls is critical.  
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I wish Sweden success as it takes leadership of this Call to Action. We must now focus on 
monitoring the results for women and girls and improving collective responsibility.  We need to 
put women and girls up front and center of everything we do.  
 
If you get it right for women and girls, you will get it right. Full stop.  
 
Thank you.  
 


