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Excellencies and distinguished guests, 

 

 

It is a great pleasure to be here at the annual conference for effective partnership. I 

extend a warm thank you to our host, Bahrain for its generosity in taking on the 

mantle for hosting this important event, and I thank Kuwait for having so 

successfully hosted it for so many years prior. 

 

I would like to take this occasion to acknowledge the tireless efforts and astute 

leadership by the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy, His Excellency Dr. 

Abdullah al-Matouq, as he nears the end of his term. On behalf of the 

humanitarian community, and OCHA in particular, I wish him much success in all 

his future endeavours. 

 

We would not be where we are today were it not for the strong humanitarian ethos 

of benevolence and compassion that is enshrined in the tenets of Islam. This ethos 

has driven Gulf Member States’ increasingly dynamic engagement in 

humanitarian affairs across the region, as well as with the multilateral system.  

 

Examples of this engagement are: the generosity of Gulf donors at the Syria 

pledging conferences; The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s generosity in Iraq; 

Kuwait’s hosting of the Syria Top Donor Group meetings; the United Arab 

Emirates’ engagement in the Donor Support Group; and the active engagement by 

the UAE, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s and Qatar in the CERF fund or its 

working groups. 

 

OCHA has been a reliable and trusted partner along this journey. We have shared 

information and expertise; we have helped build capacity and given strategic 

support when asked, and we have used every opportunity to promote Gulf 

governments’ expertise on the international stage. And we have constructed 
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platforms for meaningful interaction. Indeed, this conference has been key to 

helping to shape and prioritize OCHA’s activities in the region each year.  

 

OCHA has also enhanced its own presence in the region, linked to the increase in 

surge of staff to several of the region’s crises, which has brought us even closer 

together as partners. OCHA has established a presence in Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 

and Jordan to support operations for Yemen, Syria and Iraq. We run a regional 

office in Cairo; while OCHA’s Gulf Office in Abu Dhabi and Geneva 

headquarters have helped us engage with partners across the region. And we aim 

to extend these efforts by introducing an external affairs department next year.  

 

Never before has your support been more needed, as protracted conflicts continue 

to catalyze unprecedented humanitarian suffering across the region. 

 

I will now turn to some of these crises: 

 
The world’s biggest humanitarian crisis is in Syria, where suffering shows no 

signs of abating. We are currently particularly concerned about civilians suffering 

bombardments in Aleppo, as well as for people living in other besieged areas 

throughout the country. The UN has made repeated calls to fighting parties to 

abide by international laws but the protection crisis rages on. Leaders, UN 

agencies, and regional institutions need to align all of our resources and strategies 

to find a way to urge fighting parties to bring indiscriminate attacks and other 

violations to an end.  

 

 

In Iraq, the military operation to retake Mosul from ISIL started on 16 October 

and may affect up to 1.5 million people in the city. Humanitarian agencies are 

doing all they can to support the displaced with very limited resources. But the 

Mosul response is just part of the picture: overall, 58 per cent of the total 

humanitarian response plan for Iraq has been received, with two months until the 

end of the year.  

 

A few weeks ago I visited Yemen, where civilians are suffering a protection and 

humanitarian crisis on a massive scale, with 21 million people in need of 

humanitarian assistance, over one third of them now at risk of famine.  

 

The humanitarian situation is also deteriorating in Libya, as years of civil unrest 

have drained the economy, destroyed the healthcare system, and left 40 per cent 

of the population in need of assistance, which aid agencies struggle to provide 

with a 75 per cent funding gap and highly restricted access.  

 

And finally, the humanitarian situation in the occupied Palestinian territories is 

deteriorating, especially in Gaza as political progress falters, and civilians are 

confronted with excessive force, illegal demolitions and forced displacement. We 
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must not allow the enduring suffering of the Palestinian people to be eclipsed by 

other crises in the region. 

 

Grave violations of the duty to protect of civilians, including women and children, 

sadly unite each of these crises. I call on Heads of State here to exert their 

leadership to ensure international humanitarian and human rights laws are upheld. 

And I call on all regional actors with influence to take every opportunity to ensure 

civilians are protected and humanitarian partners granted the access they need.  

 

I thank all of you here today for your generous humanitarian response to these 

crises –whether monetary, in-kind, or through partnerships. Your contributions 

have been essential. However, the unprecedented depth and scale of suffering has 

left our humanitarian response plans under-resourced, with 43 per cent of this 

year’s needs met as of October. This funding gap deprives people of protection, of 

food, life-saving medicines, clean water and a chance to learn.  Humanitarian 

agencies desperately need Member States to scale up their funding as we plan for 

2017.  

 

Many of you were at this year’s first ever World Humanitarian Summit in 

Istanbul, where stakeholders made more than 3,000 commitments to deliver on 

the Secretary-General’s Agenda for Humanity. To deliver responses that befit 

today’s reality of protracted conflicts, the need to move from delivering aid to 

ending need received resounding support at the Summit. Leaders from across the 

board committed to a new way of working in which we will all collaborate not 

only to meet needs but to reduce vulnerability and need over time, in line with the 

sustainable development agenda.  

 

Gulf States also made other commitments to the Agenda for Humanity. These 

included Qatar’s role in launching an education initiative to boost education 

opportunities for refugees; and ambitious support from the United Arab Emirates 

to invest in humanity by increasing its humanitarian aid to 15 per cent and to 

double its unearmarked multi-lateral funding by 2020. I am determined to work 

with you to translate the commitments made in Istanbul into concrete actions – 

and to measure our progress over the coming years. 

 

This conference gives each of us an opportunity to discuss new models of 

cooperation and assistance and to identify opportunities and challenges so that we 

can collectively step up to meet the complex challenges facing the region. I look 

forward to working with you to build on productive partnerships for years to 

come.  

 

 

 


