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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

I have the honour to open this panel discussion on “Leaving No One Behind: Addressing 

Forced Displacement.”  

 

The total number of forcibly displaced people has reached record levels. An estimated 65 

million people are currently displaced due to conflicts and violence. Two thirds of those, 

over 40 million, are people displaced within their own country as internally displaced 

people. 

Besides conflicts, an additional 20 to 25 million people are displaced every year, here 

again primarily internally, due to natural disasters and climate change. 

Most of these millions of displaced people had to leave everything for an uncertain and 

often dangerous future. Our shared humanity demands that we protect and assist these 

people. It also demands that we respond to their hope for a better life. These people want 

the same things as everybody else: safety for their families, jobs and livelihood 

opportunities, education for their children and the ability to meaningfully contribute to 

their communities and off course to wider society just like you and me. Supporting them 

to achieve their goals is what “Leaving no one behind” truly means. 

Displacement is still too often considered as a purely humanitarian issue. Yet, it is also a 

paramount political and development challenge, particularly as more and more 

displacement situations become protracted as is increasingly the norm. Tackling 

displacement requires a much stronger and more coherent humanitarian, development and 

political response. 

We must also acknowledge the leadership and generosity of countries and communities 

that are on the front line. Countries hosting refugees and communities with large numbers 
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of displaced people are providing a public good one of the greatest public goods. They 

deserve our support and solidarity. 

In his Agenda for Humanity, the Secretary-General has called for a fundamental shift to 

better address the protection and assistance needs of the displaced, while also improving 

their self-reliance and reducing their vulnerability, and supporting the development of 

host communities. As part of this new approach, the Secretary-General has set the 

ambitious target of halving the number of IDPs by 2030. We must rally around the 

Secretary-General’s vision. 

The concerned governments must develop long-term strategies, integrate displaced 

people in their development plans, strengthen legal frameworks and policies and support 

durable solutions. International organisations and bi-lateral partners must support those 

efforts to reduce protracted displacement and not only “manage” caseloads. They must 

put in place innovative and predictable financing instruments, help reinforce local 

systems and institutions, create incentive for local and international business communities 

and promote localised programs. Humanitarian and development actors must work more 

collaboratively across silos and mandates towards clear, measurable and collective 

outcomes that reduce vulnerabilities of the displaced and host communities over the long-

term. Strong protection frameworks must underpin all these efforts. 

I am heartened by the commitment leaders showed in Istanbul, during the World 

Humanitarian Summit just five weeks ago. Not only did they express strong support for 

the new approach proposed by the Secretary-General, they also showed resolve to take 

action to implement that approach. Member States, UN agencies, international and 

national NGOs, as well as international financial institutions, the private sector and 

academia made over 350 concrete commitments to improve the response to the 

protection, humanitarian and resilience needs of IDPs and refugees and host 

communities, along the lines of what I just been speaking about. We now need to ensure 

these commitments are swiftly implemented. 

So to all of you, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We must seize on our opportunity here at ECOSOC and other inter-governmental 

processes to make further progress, including for more predictable and equitable 

responsibility sharing for refugees. The 19 September High-Level Meeting on Addressing 

Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants, will be an important milestone in our 

efforts; as will the 20 September summit on refugees organised by the United States.  

 

I would like to stress the importance of truly “leaving no one behind” ,as I said, during 

those processes. There are currently over 40 million people displaced within their own 

countries due to violence and conflicts. These are among the most vulnerable people on 

our planet today. We should not forget them, we also owe them a duty to support them.  

 

I also would like to stress that each of us has a responsibility to fight xenophobia and 

counter much of the misinformation on refugees, IDPs and migrants. Those fleeing 
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conflicts, poverty and disasters must be treated humanely in all circumstances. So I call 

on you to support the campaign against xenophobia launched by the Secretary-General in 

the context of the 19 September meeting. And I am pleased to report that we discussed 

this at the last IASC meeting which I chair as ERC and I am pleased of all support at that 

meeting. 

 

I look forward to hearing from our panellists about their experience in dealing with these 

issues, including from several of them who personally participated in the WHS give 173 

countries were represented of which 55 at the Heads of State or Government level, or 

were represented through their Government or institution. 

Thank you. 


