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Operational capacity in the oPt is closely 
linked to humanitarian access. Humani-
tarian organizations continue facing a 
range of obstacles to the movement of 
humanitarian personnel and humanitarian 
aid as a result of political, security and 
administrative measures.

Israel and the Hamas authorities in Gaza 
have continued to restrict the movement 
of Gaza-based UN and INGO personnel 
through the denial and delay of permits to 
exit the Gaza Strip. These restrictions 
hamper the ability of staff to conduct their 
work and undermine their dignity.  Restric-
tions on the import of goods identified by 
Israeli authorities as “dual use” items to 
the Gaza Strip continue to impede the 
provision of basic services, including 
health and WASH services, civil defence, 
preparedness and emergency response 
assistance, as well as reconstruction and 
recovery efforts. This is despite the 
existence of a mechanism allowing the 
controlled entry of such items to the Gaza 
Strip.

In the West Bank, physical obstacles such 
as the Barrier, checkpoints and adminis-
trative requirements, particularly permits, 
continue to restrict Palestinian access 
and movement within the West Bank, 
including into East Jerusalem, areas 
isolated by the Barrier (the “Seam Zone”), 
“firing zones” and land around or within 
Israeli settlements. 

IRAQ

Humanitarian access and operational 
capacity continued to expand. At the 
beginning of 2018, 179 partners were 
active in 46 major operational areas. 
During 2017, as Iraqi security forces 
retook major cities and districts in Salah 
al-Din, Kirkuk, Anbar and Ninewa governo-
rates, nearly five million civilians became 
newly accessible. However, access to 
services remained a challenge in areas 
where government services had yet to be 
fully restored.

OCHA’s Access and Civil-Military 
Coordination team continued to secure 
access, and coordinate with security 
actors and local authorities to address 
instances of extortion, harassment, delays 
and closures at checkpoints. 

YEMEN
Of the 22.2 million people in need of 
assistance in Yemen, more than 1.2 million 
(of whom 0.6 million in acute need), live in 
districts with the highest access constraints. 
The most hard-to-reach districts were in 
conflict-affected governorates, including 
Taizz, Sa’ada, Hajjah, Al Hudaydah, Al Jawf, 
Marib and Al Bayda. These governorates 
regularly experience heavy air strikes, 
shelling and ground clashes.

Some of the most common impediments 
were administrative restrictions particularly 
for the approval of humanitarian activities 
and movements, insecurity and difficult 
physical environment, checkpoints, armed 
groups and violence against humanitarian 
personnel and facilities. The severity of each 
constraint varied by humanitarian actor and 
location.

 In June 2018, humanitarian partners warned 
that a military assault on Al Hudaydah would 
have a catastrophic humanitarian impact. In 
addition to being one of Yemen’s most 
densely populated areas, Al Hudaydah is the 
single most important point of entry for the 
food and basic supplies. With close to 70 
percent of Yemen’s imports, including 
commercial and humanitarian goods, 
entering through the ports of Al Hudaydah 
and Saleef, access to the city and the 
functionality of its port are a priority to 
ensure the 22 million Yemenis who need 
some form of humanitarian aid and 
protection receive the assistance they need.

In 2018, following the lifting of the UN 
evacuation status, UN entities and 
international NGOs have been progressive-
ly expanding their presence in Libya. 
Presence and proximity are expected to 
strengthen the effectiveness and coverage 
of humanitarian aid. 

The priority remains to scale up the 
response, including in hard-to-reach areas. 
However, the humanitarian community 
continues facing a multitude of access 
challenges in Libya, predominantly 
resulting from an unpredictable operating 
environment. Continued conflict and 
violence, the proliferation of armed groups, 
the presence of explosive hazards 
(landmines, unexploded ordnance, 
improvised explosive devices), threat of 
abduction, arbitrary detention and 
kidnapping of staff, as well as arbitrary 
administrative requirements (such as 
confiscation of items and complex 
registration requirements), all represent 
key obstacles for predictable, rapid and 
unimpeded humanitarian access. 

Increased access to areas of active 
conflict, such as Derna and southern Libya, 
is urgently needed to assist the vulnerable 
populations there. 

SYRIA

During the first half of 2018, safe and 
sustained humanitarian access remained 
challenging across Syria due to intense 
hostilities, shifts in conflict lines and control 
of territory, disruption of key access routes 
and extensive explosive hazard contamina-
tion. As a consequence of the military 
operations, over one million IDP movements 
were recorded in the first five months of 
2018. Furthermore, 111 attacks against 
health care facilities and personnel were 
confirmed during the same period, which is 
almost at par with the attacks recorded for 
all of 2017 (112 attacks). 
Administrative impediments, deliberate 
restrictions and denial of access and 
freedom of movement continued to be 
enforced by parties to the conflict, further 
preventing civilians from accessing 
life-saving assistance. Sustained and quality 
humanitarian access from within Syria 
remained particularly constrained to 
besieged and hard-to-reach areas, also 
including to formerly besieged areas and 
those that came under local agreements. 
Access by the UN to these areas mainly 
operationalized through relief convoys 
remained irregular and severely delayed, 
with some life-saving items being routinely 
removed and frequent denials for the UN to 
accompany the convoys. Inter-agency 
convoys reached less than 13 percent of 
people targeted in these areas as of 15 June. 
As of June 2018, there were an estimated 1.5 
million people in need in UN -declared 
hard-to-reach areas, including 8,100 people 
in two UN-declared besieged locations, 
namely Foah and Kafraya. While East 
Ghouta, Beit Jan, Yarmouk no longer are 
considered besieged by the UN, the areas 
remain hard-to-reach given significant 
constraints and restrictions that continue to 
impede the response following the changes 
in control.


