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Approximately 18,200 people still 
remain displaced as a consequence 
of the 2014 escalation in hostilities 
between Israel and Palestinian 
armed groups in the Gaza Strip. 
Displaced people are primarily 
reliant on temporary shelter cash 
assistance to rent accommodation 
until their homes are reconstructed 
or rehabilitated. 
Many Palestinians in East 
Jerusalem and area C of the West 
Bank remain at risk of displacement 
and/or forcible transfer due to a 
coercive environment generated by 
deliberate Israeli policies and 
practices. These practices, which 
include the demolition – or threat of 
demolition – of homes, schools and 
livelihood shelters due to lack of 
building permits which are almost 
impossible to obtain; aggressive 
promotion of plans to relocate 
communities to urban townships; 
restrictions on access to natural 
resources; the denial of basic 
service infrastructure; and the lack 
of secure residency, are often 
implemented against a backdrop of 
the establishment and expansion of 
Israeli settlements. On 24 May, the 
Israeli High Court of Justice issued a 
final ruling on the case of the 
Palestinian Bedouin community of 
Khan Al Ahmar, which paved the way 
for the demolition of the entire 
community, on grounds of lack of 
building permits, and the forcible 
transfer of its residents.

Displacement figures in Syria remained 
alarmingly high. An estimated 6.2 million 
people were internally displaced as of May 
2018. Of those, an estimated 1.07 million 
were newly displaced in the first five months 
of 2018. In addition to those internally 
displaced, some 5.5 million Syrians were 
registered as refugees, adding up to a total of 
12.7 million Syrians displaced.
Displacement patterns across Syria 
remained extremely fluid. Many people were 
displaced multiple times, moving from one 
location to another as frontlines shift and 
hostilities draw closer. Most displacements 
occurred within the governorate of origin and 
for relatively short periods as IDPs sought to 
swiftly return to their homes as soon as 
hostilities subsided.
By the end of April, 158,000 people were 
reported to had left the previously 
government-besieged enclave of East 
Ghouta, moving either to sites for internally 
displaced persons in other parts of Rural 
Damascus governorate or, through evacua-
tion agreements, to Aleppo and Idleb 
governorates. The UN is not a party to these 
agreements and was not involved in evacua-
tions. 
An estimated 137,000 people were also 
reported displaced to the Tall Rif‘at area of 
Aleppo Governorate and to Nubl, Zahra’, Fafin 
and surrounding villages due to military 
operations in Afrin district. More than 80,000 
newly displaced people arrived in Idleb since 
March, many from northern rural Homs. The 
situation in Idleb was alarming amid air 
strikes, clashes between armed groups, 
overcrowding and severely stretched basic 
services. 

IRAQ
As of May 2018, more than 2 million people 
remained displaced and in need of humanitari-
an assistance. Some 72 per cent of displaced 
Iraqis currently live in out-of-camp locations, 
including in informal settlements.
While many displaced families returned home, 
humanitarian partners increasingly recorded 
cases of relocation and secondary displace-
ment. The main reasons for secondary displace-
ment of families were lack of basic services and 
livelihoods opportunities in their places of 
origin, as well as security concerns and 
explosive hazard contamination. 
Finding durable solutions to displacement and 
ensuring voluntary, safe and dignified returns of 
displaced Iraqis are key priorities for the 
country. To this end, Governorate Returns 
Committees were established in several 
governorates. Composed of the Government, 
non-governmental organizations and United 
Nations representatives, the committees aim to 
ensure the return of displaced people is 
voluntary, safe and dignified, and also address 
the needs of displaced people remaining in 
camps. The relocation of displaced families in 
camps trough a consolidation process, will 
allow partners to provide better services, 
including protection monitoring, and facilitate 
their access to assistance.
It is worth noting that at the beginning of May 
2018, floods caused by heavy rain affected 
some 720 displaced Yazidi families, living in 
makeshift tents on Sinjar Mountain since 2014. 
Among those, around 220 families lost all their 
personal belongings. Most families had to 
relocate to relatives unaffected by floods or to 
nearby areas. Humanitarian partners were able 
to assess their situation and respond to the 
needs identified. 

YEMEN
Two million people remained displaced at 
the beginning of 2018. More than half of 
the IDPs are currently sheltered in Hajjah, 
Taizz, Amanat Al Asimah and Amran. An 
estimated 88.5 per cent have been 
displaced for one year or more, of whom 
some 69 per cent have been displaced for 
more than two years. Women and 
children constitute three quarters of IDPs 
and IDP returnees, and 52 per cent of the 
displaced community live in 
women-headed households. 
The large majority of IDPs and host 
communities cited food as their priority 
need, followed by access to income, 
shelter, and water, but the needs vary 
widely depending on the length of 
displacement. More than 77 per cent are 
living either with host communities (1.1 
million people) or in rented 
accommodation (480,000 people). 
In the first half of 2018, heavy fighting 
escalated along Yemen’s western coast 
creating new localised displacements. 
Humanitarian partners estimated that 
some 140,000 more people could be at 
risk of being displaced from the three 
southern Al Hudaydah districts. 

LIBYA

As of April 2018, some 179,400 people are 
internally displaced in Libya. Children (0-18) 
and women accounted respectively for 
more than 50 per cent of the IDP population. 
The main factor driving displacement was 
the threat or fear from general conflict and 
armed group presence. Displacement 
continues across the country including 
more recently in Derna where the Libyan 
National Army (LNA) conducted an 
offensive against the city starting in April 
and resulting in displacement within and 
outside the city. While conflict continues 
with less intensity, many families have 
returned to Derna.
The number of identified returnees in Libya 
has been steadily on the rise. Some 372,022 
IDPs have returned to their places of origin, 
of which approximately 6,872 in 2018 only. 
Benghazi is the main municipality of origin 
generating almost 50% of IDPs, but also the 
municipality with the highest number of 
returns in 2018, counting for about 73% of 
returnees. Support to the dignified and safe 
return of IDPs is key and can only take place 
if urgent, systematic and increased access 
to areas of active conflict is ensured. 
Libya also continues being the main point of 
departure for people attempting to cross 
the Mediterranean. As of June 2018, 16,585 
people arrived in Italy by sea and some 
1,400 died on the Central Mediterranean 
Route. 52,739 refugees and asylum-seekers 
are registered in Libya, and over 690,351 
migrants in Libya are exposed to abuse and 
human rights violations, as armed groups 
continue to proliferating and engaging in 
smuggling, trafficking and exploitation of 
the most vulnerable people.  
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