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The protracted situation of humanitarian 
vulnerability exacerbated gender based-vio-
lence (GBV) in all its forms, including domestic 
violence and child marriage. Some of the main 
protection concerns faced by women and girls 
in the oPt are denial of rights and access to 
services and humanitarian assistance, sexual 
abuse and forced marriage in communities 
impacted by conflict, fragmentation and 
displacement, gaps in legal counselling and 
assistance with regard to residency rights 
(especially in East Jerusalem), and family 
reunification, inheritance, property rights, and 
social rights. 
A recent study completed in March 2018 and 
conducted in five communities in the Jordan 
Valley found that 46 per cent of the people 
surveyed believe that violence against women 
by their husbands is a legitimate practice, and 
87 per cent indicated that women should not 
report domestic violence. In Gaza, a recent 
report  highlights that impoverishment and the 
absence of economic opportunities for 
breadwinners and their households are central 
drivers of GBV. Poverty is also linked to the 
critical issue of overcrowded households, with 
women survivors often citing living in the 
extended family households of their spouses 
as compounding their abuse. 
School drop-out rates are higher for boys than 
girls in the West Bank, but not too different 
between girls and boys in Gaza, where dropout 
rates overall are higher. Girls who have dropped 
out of school are among the most vulnerable, 
as they are often homebound, much more 
socially isolated and tend to score lower for 
psychosocial wellbeing. 

Overall vulnerabilities continued to 
deepen, disproportionately affecting 
children. Child recruitment remained 
a particular concern, as well as 
attacks on education facilities, 
children and/or teachers. Violence 
against children was pervasive, 
including in areas where hostilities 
decreased, and contributed to the 
further deterioration of coping 
mechanisms.
  
Explosive hazards continued to be a 
major threat to civilians returning to 
Ar-Raqqa city, but the number of 
victims decreased in the first months 
of 2018. The number of child victims, 
however, especially boys, increased 
as a result of greater numbers of 
families returning and children 
playing outside in dangerous areas.
Women and girls continued to facing 
risks due to their gender and 
situation, including harmful survival 
mechanisms such as early marriage, 
trafficking and sexual abuse and 
exploitation. Gender-Based Violence 
(GBV) continued to negatively affect 
the lives of women and girls in Syria, 
inside and outside the home, further 
eroding women’s status in Syrian 
society. 

Of the 8.7 million people who require 
humanitarian assistance in 2018, 4.3 million 
are female and 4.1 million, nearly half of the 
total people in need, are children. Protection 
issues are some of the main concerns and 
require specific attention. Hundreds of 
thousands of people who have been 
brutalized by violence, including women and 
children, require specialized support and 
services, many of which are only partially 
available. It is also worrying to note that 
humanitarian partners continue to record 
protection incidents in camps, including 
sexual harassment of women and girls, 
shooting incidents and restrictions on 
freedom of movement.
Children and youth are the most impacted by 
the crisis. Nearly 50 per cent of children in 
displaced camps do not have access to 
quality education and 3.2 million children 
attend school irregularly or not at all. To this 
end, humanitarian partners are working 
closely with development actors and the 
Government to increase access to inclusive 
and quality education for more than 1.7 
million children and youth. Special focus is 
on protecting unaccompanied and 
separated children, those associated with 
armed groups and children in detention. 
Special efforts are also made to expand 
psychosocial support and facilitate case 
identification and referrals in learning 
spaces, to promote employability skills and 
knowledge, and to protect adolescents and 
younger children from sexual exploitation, 
from being recruited into armed groups, or 
forced into child marriage and child labour.

Of the 13.1 million people targeted with 
humanitarian assistance through the 
Humanitarian Response Plan, 3.2 million are 
women and 6.6 million, more than half, are 
boys and girls. Women and children also 
represent an estimated 76 per cent of IDPs 
and IDP returnees. 
Escalating conflict and forced movement of 
populations continued to creating risks and 
instances of sexual and gender-based 
violence (GBV), including sexual exploitation 
and abuse. As families face the loss of male 
family members or loss of traditional 
livelihoods, they resort to negative coping 
strategies, including child marriage (close to 
66 per cent of Yemeni girls married under the 
age of 18 in 2017). Furthermore, 
approximately 21 per cent of IDP and host 
community households were headed by 
females below the age of 18.
Children are among the most vulnerable 
groups and disproportionately affected by 
the conflict. Children in Yemen continued to 
facing multiple protection issues, such as 
grave rights violations, recruitment into 
armed groups and armed force and child 
marriage. Some 2 million children were out of 
school and an estimated 1.8 million were 
malnourished, including an approximate 
400,000 suffering from Severe Acute 
Malnutrition. Moreover, at least one child dies 
every ten minutes in Yemen because of 
preventable diseases such as diarrhoea, 
malnutrition and respiratory tract infections.  

Violations of international human rights 
and humanitarian law, including 
violations of children and women’s 
rights, are widespread, including but not 
limited to various forms of 
gender-based violence (GBV), unlawful 
killings, arbitrary detention, enforced 
disappearances and torture and other 
ill-treatment. Psychological distress 
and exploitation from criminal networks 
are also common. Out of the total 1.1 
million people in need of urgent 
humanitarian assistance and protection 
identified by the 2018 Humanitarian 
Needs Overview, 378,000 are children 
and 307,000 are women of reproductive 
age (15- 49).
The Libya Humanitarian Country Team 
undertook significant efforts to ensure 
that the needs of women and girls were 
taken into account by the humanitarian 
response, and timely and effectively 
addressed by sectors, inter-sector 
coordination forums, and advocacy 
initiatives.  
The protection sector is chronically 
underfunded. Increasing respect for 
international humanitarian law and 
human rights law remains a key priority 
and requires a wide range of protection 
interventions for all vulnerable groups.
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