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Thank you to all our keynote speakers, Prime Minister Haider Al Abadi and Commissioner 

Christos Stylianides.  

 

My thanks also to the co-hosts for coming together in support of the Iraqi people at this 

important juncture. 

 

The Iraqi national authorities, supported by the humanitarian community, have mounted a 

herculean effort over the past year to respond to the rapidly evolving crisis, most notably 

during the nine months of intensive fighting in Mosul. 

 

This fighting took an unimaginable toll on the civilian population. The crisis quickly 

surpassed humanitarians’ worst case planning estimates, displacing almost a million people 

over the course of the military offensive.  

But the impressive humanitarian response kept pace with the rapidly escalating needs. 

Emergency sites and camps were built in record time. Partners reached almost 2 million 

people with emergency food rations, water and hygiene kits. Over a million medical 

consultations were provided and thousands of injured people were treated at trauma 

stabilization points and field hospitals. Specialized support continues to be provided to 

survivors of sexual and gender-based violence. Over 250,000 girls, women, boys and men 

have received psychosocial support and psychological first aid. 
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The Iraq Humanitarian Fund was critical to our ability to respond with the better part of 

$50 million released to front-line responders to prepare for Mosul. This year, the Fund has 

already allocated more than $50 million to address the highest priority needs in the 

Humanitarian Response Plan, a quarter of which has gone directly to national NGOs. 

 

Overall, the Mosul response demonstrated what can be achieved when humanitarians are 

resourced to respond flexibly, and at scale.  

 

But we now face a danger, post-Mosul, of international attention on Iraq waning, as eyes 

swivel to other mega-crises in the region.  

 

Let me be clear. This is not the time to deprive Iraq and the Iraqi people of the support they 

so desperately need. Acute humanitarian needs will remain for the foreseeable future. A 

drop-off in support now, or perceptions of uneven assistance, will not only jeopardize hard-

won gains; but also, exacerbate the underlying causes of the conflict, which led to the rise 

of ISIL in the first place.  

 

At the same time, we will look at how the aid community can support recovery and 

rebuilding in Iraq, now that there is an end in sight to counter-ISIL military operations.  

At the same time, as military operations in Hawija and pockets of western Anbar are likely 

to continue and, be aware by the time these operations conclude, up to 3.5 million people 

are anticipated to be out of their homes their homes. Hundreds of thousands of others will 

attempt to return home, while some will be able to others will not. 

We will now hear more details on this from our distinguished panelists. Deputy Special 

Representative of the Secretary-General and Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for 

Iraq, Ms. Lise Grande, has been leading the humanitarian response in Iraq since early 2015 

and throughout the Mosul crisis.  Our second panel speaker will be Mr. Peter Maurer, 

President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, which supports displaced 

families, refugees, and other conflict-affected civilians in Iraq, including detainees. He will 

be followed by the Rt. Hon. David Miliband, President and CEO of the International 
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Rescue Committee, which has been active in Iraq since 2003, providing assistance to 

vulnerable and crisis-affected civilians. Our final speaker in panel one will be Mr. Anthony 

Lake, Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund, which drives the 

humanitarian response in Iraq on water, sanitation and hygiene, education, and child 

protection.   

 


