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Thank you, Edmund. I extend a warm welcome to my fellow members of the 

panel: Mr. Achim Steiner, UNDP Administrator; His Excellency Christos 

Stylianides, EU Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management; 

Ms. Lise Kingo, Executive Director of the UN Global Compact; Mr. Eduardo 

Martinez, President of the UPS Foundation; and to all our other Distinguished 

Speakers, Colleagues and Friends. 

Over recent years, global humanitarian needs have reached record highs. This 

year, more than 142 million around the world are affected by crisis, from 

hurricanes to heavy fighting. And collectively, needs are outpacing the capacity 

of the international humanitarian system to respond.  

This has shifted how we need to do business, and underscored the need for new 

and strong partnerships with the private sector.  
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As our partnerships with the private sector expand and deepen, they can be 

categorized into three areas: establishing networks and platforms for 

coordinated humanitarian action; developing charters and principles to ensure 

accountability and high standards; and applying tools and technology to 

promote the sharing of information and analysis. 

On the first, from the Ebola crisis to the Pakistan earthquake to Hurricane Irma 

today, businesses are recognizing the value of establishing or joining networks to 

promote effective and efficient responses in chaotic crisis settings. As 

humanitarians rush to respond to Hurricane Irma, WFP is working with 

businesses to assess the damage to telecommunication services in the Caribbean 

and help re-establish Internet connectivity.  

We see the same thing in disaster risk insurance, with pay-outs already in process 

to some countries hit by Irma.  

At the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit, we saw leading firms launch the 

Connecting Business Initiative (CBi), which aims to create and strengthen 

national private sector networks to coordinate with humanitarian agencies in 

high-risk locations. Since its 2016 launch, the CBi has set up 13 networks that 

have been active in preparedness, response and recovery efforts all over the 

world, from Côte d’Ivoire to the Philippines. I thank so many CBi partners for 

being here today. 

On the second area of collaboration, we have witnessed how charters and 

principles can help to set standards and ensure accountability, especially to 

communities caught in crisis.  

 

In 2015, the GSMA, now an association of 146 mobile network operators in 106 

countries, signed the Humanitarian Connectivity Charter endorsed by 

humanitarian agencies, including OCHA. By signing, members pledged to 

promptly restore telecommunications in disaster-hit countries. When severe 
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flooding hit Sri Lanka, telecoms companies quickly opened a toll-free information 

number and provided free telephone credit for 400,000 affected people. Following 

Typhoon Nina in the Philippines, Humanitarian Connectivity Charter members 

restored 53 per cent of the network within 24 hours.  

 

Which brings me to partnerships for knowledge and data sharing.  

Information in disasters saves lives.  

Earlier this year, Facebook teamed up with UN agencies and the ICRC to co-

develop and share disaster maps in the event of crises. These maps, which outline 

population density, movements and safety check status, enable aid agencies to 

target their aid more efficiently.   

I thank our private sector partners for their valuable engagement and support, and 

I look forward to taking these and other partnerships to new levels.    

 

Thank you.  

 

 

 

 


