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      What is the Central Emergency Response Fund?

The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) is a humanitarian fund established by the General Assembly in 2006 to enable more timely and reliable humanitarian assistance to those affected by natural disasters and armed conflicts. The fund is replenished annually through contributions from governments and the private sector, and constitutes a pool of standby funding to support humanitarian action.

The CERF has a grant facility of US$450 million and a loan facility of $30 million. Since its inception,

CERF has raised nearly $2.8 billion for the grant facility from 124 Member States, two Observer missions, two regional and local authorities and 26 private organizations.

More importantly, $2.4 billion in CERF funding has been allocated to humanitarian country teams in more than 85 countries since 2006. In an average year, CERF allocates approximately $400 million to 50 different country teams. Sectors that typically receive funding include food, health, water and sanitation, and shelter. CERF has a ceiling of $30 million for each humanitarian emergency. Two thirds of CERF allocations go to rapid response allocations (for a sudden-onset emergency or a significant deterioration in an existing crisis) within 72 hours of an application being received from a Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator (RC/HC). The remaining third is allocated through the “underfunded window” in two rounds each year to programmes in countries where the gap between demonstrated needs and available funds can be shown to be greatest. Both windows are designed to complement existing humanitarian funding mechanisms, including the Consolidated Appeal Process (see OCHA on Message: CAP), flash appeals and country-based pooled funds. Top CERF recipients include the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somalia, Sudan, Pakistan and Ethiopia.

United Nations humanitarian agencies and the International Organization for Migration can apply for CERF funding. WFP, UNICEF and UNHCR are the top three agency recipients of CERF funding.

Applications for CERF funding must demonstrate that proposed activities are in line with CERF’s lifesaving criteria. The RC/HC submits applications to the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) and the CERF secretariat, based on an in-country prioritization process. The General Assembly resolution that created CERF does not allow for NGOs to apply directly for CERF funding.

However, NGOs frequently receive CERF funding when they act as implementing partners of United Nations agencies. OCHA cannot receive CERF grants as the ERC is the Fund Manager.
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      OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.
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