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Background and objectives
Yemen is the world’s largest humanitarian crisis today. According to the latest Integrated Phase Classification
(IPC) analysis over 20 million people in Yemen are severely food insecure—IPC Phase 3 or worse. Three million
Yemenis are acutely malnourished, including close to two million children and more than one million lactating
and pregnant women. Humanitarian actors today are doing their utmost to save lives of the Yemeni people
devastated by the war.
Yemen has traditionally relied heavily on imports of food and fuel commodities. High transaction costs resulting
from frequent constraints on key ports and logistics corridors have disrupted supplies and sharply raised
consumer prices of essential commodities. Furthermore, on the demand side purchasing power has sharply
declined due to rampant unemployment, sporadic or non-payment of salaries and substantial depreciation of the
Yemeni riyal. Together these factors have contributed significantly to the ongoing humanitarian crisis and could
push even more people toward extreme hunger.
In response, the World Food Programme is scaling up its food assistance from about 8 million people per month
(November 2018) to 12 million people per month (January 2019)—a 50 percent increase in assistance covering
almost 40 percent of the population. Successfully delivering on this scale will require humanitarian actors to
have unfettered access across the country together with timely and flexible funding.
This panel will draw on expertise including from field to address several pertinent issues such as: measures to end
the conflict; reaching populations most in need; sustaining operations with timely and flexible finding; and providing
appropriate economic stimuli to sustain livelihoods of people who are still able to meet most of their needs.
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