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Liberia has made great strides in achieving peace and security over the past few years.  It is unfortunate that my first trip here comes amidst the crisis that is unfolding in neighbouring Côte d’Ivoire, with tens of thousands of people seeking refuge here.  I just returned from the east, where I met men, women and children who were glad to be alive but sad and fearful about what is happening in their country.

Many of the refugees in the east walked for days, fleeing their homes in Côte d’Ivoire with almost nothing, so they need everything. I am especially concerned about women and children, who are the most affected.  The refugee children have lost their homes, their friends, their schooling.  Many have seen sights children should never have to witness.  We need not only to help them survive, but also to recover.    

I would like to give heartfelt thanks to the Government of Liberia and the Liberian people for the welcome they have given the refugees. Over 110,000 Ivorians are living in the east, an overwhelming majority of them with or among host communities. Not that long ago, many of the host families were probably themselves refugees on the other side of the border.  Liberian families are rebuilding their lives, and have responded with great generosity.   Now, aid agencies need to ensure that host communities also benefit from humanitarian relief.

Liberian authorities, UN agencies and NGOs are doing their utmost to ensure that the response is adequate. But we still have a long way to go.  With more money, we can deliver more food, provide shelter, offer better medical treatment to those who are sick, and much more. 

When the rainy season starts, getting the aid in is going to be even more difficult than it is now. We need our donors to dig deeper.  We have only 23 % o of the money we need. We must not let Liberia down. 

Investing in humanitarian aid is also an investment in Liberia’s peace and security. A stable Liberia is first and foremost good for Liberia, but it is also good for West Africa.
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